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Dear Mike: 

A s  Chairman of t h e  Ret rovi rus  Study Group of t h e  ICTV, I have r e c e n t l y  
assembled a group of r e t r o v i r o l o g i s t s  t o  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  s p e c i e s  name 
for  the  group of r e t r o v i r u s  isolates be l i eved  l i k e l y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
c a u s a t i v e  a g e n t s  of t h e  acqui red  immune d e f i c i e n c y  syndrome ( A I D S ) .  
A l l  members of t h e  committee have been asked t o  make and s o l i c i t  
s p e c i f i c  p roposa l s ,  b u t  I am w r i t i n g  t o  you, as one of t h e  leaders in 
t h e  f i e l d  of animal v i ro logy ,  e i ther  t o  make a formal proposa l  
(accord ing  to  t h e  enc losed  g u i d e l i n e s )  or t o  e x p r e s s  your o p i n i o n s  
about  t he  some of the  i s s u e s  t h a t  have been r a i a d .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  are there names f o r  t h i s  group of v i r u s e s  t ha t  you f i n d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  and why? 
term lsAIDSw i n  t h e  name would p resen t  s e r i o u s  problems w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 
pa t i en t -phys ic i an  r e l a t i o n s  or t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of cause? 
how would those  problems d i f f e r  from t h o s e  posed by t h e  use  of t h e  
term vtpoliol* i n  p o l i o v i r u s ? )  
p o t e n t i a l l y  confus ing  a b b r e v i a t i o n s  (e .g., " H A P  for 'human AIDS 
v i r u s "  and ' hepa t i t i s  A v i rus ' )?  What taxonomic and other f e a t u r e s  do 
you feel are most compelling i n  t h e  des ign  of a s p e c i e s  name? Should 
names as complex as human T cel l  lymphotrophic III/ lymphadenopathy 
v i r u s  (HTLV-II I /LAV) be allowed? Would they  be used? Do you feel a 
compell ing consensus for  any s i n g l e  name has already been reached 
among v i r o l o g i s t s ,  c l i n i c i a n s  or laymen? 

Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  u s e  of t h e  

(If so, 

How impor tan t  is it t o  avo id  any  

Be assu red  that any comments you can forward t o  me on t h e s e  t o p i c s  
before May 15th  w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  o u r  members and h e l p f u l  i n  o u r  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  

S i q c e r e l y  , 

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer Soc ie ty  
P ro fes so r  of Molecular Virology 
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